
Hola, my friends, 
 
My presidency is half over and 
not one scandal, not one 
smidge of corruption.  God 
knows I tried for something 
wicked to spice things up but, 
sadly, had no takers.  That's 
just the story of my life.  Maybe 
I'll head to Washington.  
Surely..... 
 

On the legislative front, by now, I'm certain you've 
heard or read that the animal restraint bill sent to Gov. 
Jindal's desk was vetoed.  Other items will be addressed 
in Dr. Thistlewaite's notice in this newsletter.  Thank 
goodness we have "eyes" looking out for us in the 
legislature. 
 

It is time to register for the Southwest Veterinary 
Symposium in Ft. Worth, TX, of which LA is a member.  
We DO get financial benefits per attendee so I 
encourage you to go.  A little side fact is that it's an 
awesome conference, one stop shopping, where you can 
get Tex-Mex, a little down time, mariachi music AND, by 
the way, a lot of CE.  Keep the date: September 25-28, 
2014. 
 
Your LVMA committee members are nearly finished 
rounding up speakers for our winter meeting in 

Lafayette in January.  
Again, we are fortunate 
that some of the finest 
speakers in the country 
are willing to share 
their knowledge with us 
and, of course, we are 
willing to share our 
Cajun food with them!  
Talk about your win/
win situation. 
 

As always, my phone 
line is open should you 
have any ideas, insight, 
support or, if absolutely 
necessary, complaints.  
Please increase your 
involvement with your 
association.  If you don't 
like the way something 
is being handled the 
best way to fix it, as we all know, is to do it yourself.  So 
join us.  It'll keep you off the street! 
 
Sincerely, sorta, 
 
Dr. Sue Olivier 

Vol. 24 No. 4        The official publication of the Louisiana Veterinary Medical Association          July/August 2014 

President’s Report  
Inside this issue: 

President’s Report 1 

Executive Director’s Report  3 

LBVM License Renewal Notice 3 

Case Report from LSU 
Veterinary Teaching Hospital  

 
5-6 

Partners for Healthy Pets 6 

Dr. Walter J. Ernst, Jr. 

Foundation Contributions 

 
8 

AVMA Delegate Report 9 

2014 Louisiana Legislative 
Session 

9 

2014 Awards Nomination Form 11-12 

Classifieds 15 

Calendar of Events 16 

It ’s Award Time! 
The LVMA is now seeking nominations for the 2014 LVMA Annual Awards. As usual, the 
association will present the Dr. Everett D. Besch Distinguished Service Award, The Ralph C. 
Cooper Veterinarian of the Year Award, Pet of the Year, Support Person of the Year and Sales 
Person of the Year. Before the honorees can be selected we need you to nominate them! So 
please turn to page 11-12 and fill out the appropriate form for the deserving friend, colleague, 
classmate or coworker and send it in to the LVMA office by November 14th. Once selected, 
award recipients will be notified and there will be a presentation during the Winter Meeting in 
Lafayette, January 22-25, 2014. The nominator of the selected recipients will also be asked to 
attend the Winter Meeting to present the award. 
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July 4th has come and gone and the LVMA 

July Board meeting that is affectionately 

referred to as “the Budget Meeting” will 

already be over, as will the World Cup, by 

the time this issue of The Louisiana 

Veterinarian arrives.  Someone once 

commented that crafting the budget gave 

them new insight on the passage in the 

Declaration of Independence “…we 

mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our 

Fortunes and our sacred Honor.”  However, 

it was the coming and going of these events 

which made me reflect that, although we 

should pause every now and then to be 

grateful for our heritage and memories of 

worthwhile times and experiences, the next 

event is just ahead and requires our 

attention and commitment.   
 

Each year the LVMA recognizes and 

honors people that have made important 

contributions to veterinary medicine, the 

veterinary community and/or animal health, 

as well as an animal that has distinguished 

itself in a special way.  Don’t miss this 

opportunity to nominate someone you 

believe is worthy of consideration.  Now is 

not the time to be bashful or humble! 
 

The Southwest Veterinary Symposium is 

almost upon us.  See the advertisement on 

page 12 and don’t miss this exciting 

meeting.  The LVMA is in partnership with 

the Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas and New 

Mexico veterinary medical associations 

(VMAs) in conducting the SWVS and 

several other VMAs are affiliated.  If you 

are looking for a great “big meeting” 

experience, the SWVS is a great choice! 
 

Plan now to attend the LVMA Winter 

Meeting in Lafayette, January 22-25, 2015!  

New to our Winter Meeting will be Friday 

evening programming featuring resident CE

-celebrity Dr. John Mauterer who, with any 

encouragement, may even do something in 

3D.  Other headliners, just to name a few, 

will include Dr. Gary Norsworthy (I believe 

his subject will be cats); Dr. Robert Gibble 

on an exciting variety of practice 

management topics including “cool 

gadgets”, “marketing”, “pharmacy” and 

more; and, Dr. Mary-Belle Glaze of the 

Gulf Coast Eye Clinic.  The LVMA Winter 

Meeting is always the premier annual event 

for Louisiana veterinarians to gather 

together for continuing education, business 

and social discussion, and encounters with 

veterinary industry vendors in a relaxed but 

professional environment.  Mark your 

calendars now for this important meeting! 

 

Stay well and stay connected! 

Executive Director ’s Report  
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Submit articles and advertisements to the 

LVMA office as follows: 

January/February Newsletter December 15th 
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July/August Newsletter June 15th 

September/October Newsletter August 15th 
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The Louisiana 
Veterinarian 

The Louisiana Board of Veterinary Medi-
cine would like to remind you of the 

2014-2015 Renewal Period 
 

DVM License, RVT, CAET and RED Certificate Re-
newals are to be mailed out by the end of June. 

 

All licenses/certificates expire September 30, 2014. 
 

Prepare now and avoid late fees, stress and hassle! 
 

For more information contact  
The Louisiana Board of Veterinary Medicine 

(225) 342-2176 
admin@lsbvm.org 

License Renewals 
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JULY 4th, WORLD CUP, LVMA BUDGET MEETING, SWVS, WINTER 

MEETING….TIME FLIES!! 
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The Partners for Healthy Pets 
consumer awareness  
campaign is under way!  
Millions of pet owners are  
becoming familiar with our 
friends Henley and Oz and 
their compelling message, “A 
yearly visit to your family vet 
is as essential as food and 
love. Make an appointment for 
an annual check-up today.”  
 
The veterinary profession’s  

support for this campaign is unprecedented, and I  
personally invite you and your practice to be a part of the 
effort to ensure that more pets visit a veterinarian at least 
once per year. 

 
By registering for the Practice 
Enrollment Program, you will 
receive a monthly newsletter 
containing colorful and  
compelling campaign  
materials that you can use on 
your websites, in your  
newsletter and blogs, and in 
your practice. In addition, you 
will expand the reach of the 
campaign and ensure that 
your clients will be reminded 
that regular preventive 

healthcare is as essential as food and love and will take  
action by calling for an appointment. Enrolling is free, and 
the newsletter and materials are fully funded by Partners 
for Healthy Pets.  
 
All ads direct pet owners to Partners for Healthy Pets  
consumer web site, www.healthypetcheckup.org, and to 
YOU. 
 
Louisiana Veterinary Medical Association is proud to be a 
member of Partners for Healthy Pets and I urge you to join 
this industry-wide effort.  
 
 
Go to  
http://www.partnersforhealthypets.org/
Join.aspx to register your practice today! 

Partners for Healthy Pets 

http://www.healthypetcheckup.org
http://www.partnersforhealthypets.org/Join.aspx
http://www.partnersforhealthypets.org/Join.aspx
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WALTER J. ERNST, JR. VETERINARY MEMORIAL 

FOUNDATION 

thanks the following contributors 

 

Thanks to the following people, clinics, and all past contributors, the Dr. Walter J. Ernst, Jr. Veterinary Memorial Foundation 
continues to grow. Your continued support will help the Foundation to reach new heights. Please consider a contribution today and 
encourage your clients to participate in our memorial program. 

 

Donations in Memory of Pets: 

 
The Helouin Veterinary Hospital 

 

The Jefferson Animal Hospital 

 

The Kent Veterinary Clinic 

All donations received will be recognized. Family members will received a card notifying  
them of the donation and the individual or clinic that made the donation. 
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2014 Louisiana Legislative Session  

“The Dogs Won This One” Not True to the Finish 
  
HB1091 [ANIMALS:  Prohibits the transportation of dogs in pickup truck beds on certain roadways unless 
humanely secured] by Rep. Tom Willmott of Kenner was openly supported by the LVMA upon authorization by 
the LVMA Board of Directors.  LVMA lobbyists Bud Courson and Jim Nichol worked behind the scenes with 
legislators for successful passage of the bill.  Upon final passage in the Senate someone on the Floor quipped “The 
Dogs Won This One” only to see the bill fail by veto on the Governor’s desk.  LVMA had no other issues in this 
Session in contrast to the 2013 Session in which veterinarians were removed from inclusion in the Prescription 
Monitoring Program.  LVMA supported HB1091 for what was thought to be humane and safe reasons.  
Governor Bobby Jindal vetoed the bill citing concerns of creating a nanny state and citing questionable benefit to 
pets, especially dogs owned by citizens in rural areas.  The legislation would have required that dogs transported 
in trucks on interstate highways be secured in a humane manner which was spelled out to include adequate 
tethering, cage, kennel, crate and ventilated tops on pickup truck.  Failure for one unsecured dogs would have 
been $150 plus $50 for each additional dog.  The Louisiana SPCA and letters to the editor expressed regret to 
Jindal’s decision to not consider animal safety in this instance.  In his veto message the Governor citied the reason 
for his veto was opposition from the Louisiana Farm Bureau, the Louisiana Sportsmen’s Alliance, and several 
legislators who had concerns.  So in the end,  
“the dogs did not win this one”. 
 
Patrick F. Thistlethwaite, DVM 
LVMA Legislative Chair 

AVMA Delegate Report  

I am writing to share with you that today, the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) published its decision to 
schedule tramadol as a Schedule IV controlled substance. The rule becomes effective August 18 of this year. You 
can find more details within a blog posted  on AVMA@Work.  
  
Thus far from our Council on Biologic and Therapeutic Agents and Clinical Practitioners Advisory Committee, I 
am hearing that although this will mean security and recordkeeping changes, many veterinarians work 
with controlled substances already, so other than additional paper work it should not substantially change 
practice. Some veterinarians are already voluntarily treating tramadol as a controlled substance in order to 
closely monitor it, and to keep good records, similar to what is required for controlled substances. Other 
veterinarians practice in states where tramadol is a controlled drug within the state. I am also hearing an 
appreciation for having a nationwide set of regulations for this drug.     
  
Nevertheless, because this is a change affecting many veterinarians’ daily practice as of August 18, we are sharing 
this news through various communication vehicles. 
  
For more information on how to comply with DEA rules, see AVMA’s Veterinary Compliance with the Controlled 
Substances Act and the DEA (member login required to view). 
  
Please just let me know if I can share any additional information or context that might be helpful. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
Lynne A. White-Shim, MS, DVM 
Assistant Director, Scientific Activities  
American Veterinary Medical Association 
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http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-07-02/pdf/2014-15548.pdf
http://atwork.avma.org/2014/07/02/tramadol-to-become-schedule-iv-controlled-substance/
https://www.avma.org/KB/Resources/Reference/Pages/dea-registration.aspx
https://www.avma.org/KB/Resources/Reference/Pages/dea-registration.aspx
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Classifieds 

The LVMA offers annual sponsorships of their website. The fee is $500.00 and your company logo will run on a 
rotating banner advertisement on the homepage of the website for an entire year. This is a great way to get your 

name out there! Contact the LVMA office for more information. 
(225) 928-5862, (800) 524-2996, office@lvma.org 

 

Full Time Associate Veterinarian needed for high caliber, progressive small 

animal hospital in Shreveport, LA. Our practice offers modern, state of the 

art equipment such as Computerized In-House Blood Chemistry capabilities. 

Ultrasound, Digital X-Ray, Video Endoscopy and Surgical Laser. Our 

friendly, skilled technical staff strives to serve our clientele with 

understanding and enthusiasm. We also offer specialized boarding facilities. 

No after hour emergencies. We are looking for a dedicated, client-oriented 

practitioner who has well-rounded medical and surgical skills. buy-in 

potential. Please mail, fax or email resumes to: Southside Animal Hospital, 

c/o Dr. Edward K. Loyd, 9261 Youree Dr., Shreveport, LA 71115; Fax: 318-

797-8068; Email: eloyd7@comcast.net;  

Website: http://southsideahonyouree.com/ 

Newly remodeled, well-established, high quality emergency and critical care 

clinic in Shreveport, LA looking for motivated, energetic, compassionate 

veterinarian to join our family oriented team. Part time or full time 

considered. Our clinic is fully equipped with the latest in-house diagnostics, 

digital x-ray, ultrasound, and monitoring equipment. Competitive salary that 

rewards experience, skill, great attitude, and hard work. Please contact the 

Animal Emergency Clinic, 2421 Line Ave, Shreveport, LA 71104,  

(318) 227-2345 or email dcs@dsmiths.us. 

Immediate Opening for Full Time Veterinary Technicians. Seeking full time 

veterinary technicians for a busy mixed animal practice in Rayne, LA 

(twenty minutes west of Lafayette, LA). This is a well-established practice, 

equipped with the latest medical equipment: digital radiography, ultrasound, 

laser therapy, in house lab, etc. This practice offers boarding, grooming and 

performs a large number of surgeries as well as a variety of surgical 

procedures. Competitive pay and great working environment. Send or email 

resume to: Acadia Animal Medical Center, LLC, 284 Llama Road, Rayne, 

LA 70578. aamcvets@gmail.com. www.acadiaanimalmedcenter.com. 

VetTech NEEDED - Shreveport Practice is looking for a full time veterinary 

technician who thrives in a fun learning environment.  5 doctor, 3RVT, 20 

support staff practice; small animal medicine.  Competitive Pay and 

Benefits: medical and retirement and PTO.  E-mail or mail a resume to: 

Catherine Foret, DVM, University Veterinary Hospital, 7700 East Kings 

Highway, Shreveport, LA 71115. universityvet@me.com. 

www.excellentanimalcare.com. 

Need a speaker for your local association meeting? 

Please contact the LSU Office of Veterinary Continuing Education for help 

scheduling a speaker & selecting a topic. 

Contact:  Paula Jones:  225-578-9825, paulaj@lsu.edu  OR  

Dr. Kirk Ryan:  225-578-9600, kryan@lsu.edu 
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Small Animal Emergency Clinic located in West Monroe, LA has an 

immediate opening for a full time veterinarian. The position offers a very 

attractive base salary plus production percentage. Please e-mail resume to 

Tracy Miller at tracym2001@gmail.com or mail it to  

102 Downing Pines Road West Monroe, LA 71292. 

Profexray vintage portable x-ray machine with stand.  Recently inspected, 

fully functional 25mA machine located in Baton Rouge.   

Make offer. 225-927-7196 or capheightsvet@gmail.com. 

COMPLETE TURN KEY DARKROOM 

Konica Processor 

    SRX101A in perfect condition - Best on the market 

Includes the following: Film Bin, Flasher, Dark Room Light 

Chemistry Tanks, and Film Cassettes 

Will deliver within 90 miles of Covington 

All for $1950.00 

Call (985) 875-2225 or email drd@healthnws.com for photos. 

 

To place a classified advertisement, please email 

the LVMA office at office@lvma.org.  If you are a 

LVMA member, classified ads are free of charge.  

All others are $6.00 per line.  If you have 

questions about our advertising rates, please 

contact the LVMA office at  

(225) 928-5862, (800) 524-2996, 

office@lvma.org, or visit our website at 

www.lvma.org. 

Petstar Animal Care is seeking a full-time Veterinarian with interest in triage 

of critical care cases, surgery and inpatient care to expand our services in 

beautiful Ruston, Louisiana. Excellent client communication and staff 

communication skills are required. We are a family oriented, AAHA 

accredited practice with a knowledgeable support staff and a top notch 

clientele. We currently employ 3 doctors with family oriented veterinary 

work schedules. Our 6500 sq. foot facility houses 5 exam rooms, a spacious 

treatment area, pharmacy and laboratory, surgery suite and intensive care 

unit, as well as a luxury boarding wing. The practice is also well equipped, 

offering Eklin Digital Radiology, MyLab30 Gold Ultrasound, Idexx 

Catalyst, Lasercyte and Coag, In house Lab Equipment, Tonovet 

Tonometry, IM3 Deluxe Dental Machine, AVImark Veterinary Software 

and much more. To join our team, please e-mail resume' to 

jessica@petstaranimalcare.com or call Dr. Underwood at 318-255-7081. 

Looking for More Ways to Promote Your Company? 

LOUISIANA RACING COMMISSION NOW HIRING FOR 

REGULATORY VETERINARY POSITIONS. Exceptional State 

Benefits, Annual and Sick Leave, Health & Life Insurance, Dental & Vision, 

Deferred Compensation, and Retirement Plan. Contact: Ron Carlos, Human 

Resources, 320 N. Carrollton Ave., Suite 2-B, New Orleans, LA 70119, 

(504) 483-3361, Fax: (504) 483-4898 or contact Dr. Matt Cooley, Equine 

Medical Director at bcooley@lrc.state.la.us or (504) 483-3370 

mailto:universityvet@me.com
http://www.excellentanimalcare.com
mailto:paulaj@lsu.edu
mailto:kryan@lsu.edu
mailto:tracym2001@gmail.com
mailto:capheightsvet@gmail.com


Event Hosts Event Date Venue City, State Contact Information 

American Veterinary 

Medical Association 

2014 Annual Convention July 25—29, 2014 Colorado 

Convention Center 

Denver, CO (800) 248-2862 

www.avmaconvention.org 

Association of Avian 

Veterinarians 

35th Annual Conference August 2—6, 2014 Sheraton Hotel New Orleans, LA (608) 268-4714 

www.AAV.org 

American Holistic 

Veterinary Medical 

Association 

2014 American Holistic 

Veterinary Medical 

Association Annual 

Conference 

September 13—16, 

2014 

The Red Lion on 

the River 

Portland, OR office@ahvma.org 

www.ahvma.org 

San Diego County 

Veterinary Medical 

Association 

2014 Fall Veterinary 

Conference 

September 20-—21, 

2014 

Wyndham San 

Diego Bayside 

Hotel 

Sand Diego, CA (619) 640-9583 

www.sdcvma.org 

Louisiana Veterinary 

Medical Association 

2014 Equine Committee 

Seminar 

September 21-—23, 

2014 

Sam’s Town Shreveport, LA (337) 235-9945 ask for Lacey 

Blanchard 

www.lvma.org 

Southwest Veterinary 

Symposium 

Engage 2014 September 25—28, 

2014 

Fort Worth 

Convention Center 

Fort Worth, TX (972) 664-9800 

www.swvs.org 

VetLectures Biking, Hiking, Wine Tasting 

and Continuing Education 

October 23—25, 

2014 

Pepper Tree Inn 

Conference Center 

Santa Barbara, 

CA 

(866) 417-9570 

www.vetlectures.com 

Louisiana Veterinary 

Medical Association 

Winter Meeting 2015 January 22—24, 2015 Hilton Lafayette Lafayette, LA (225) 928-5865 

www.lvma.org 
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